A FOUR-HECTARE patch of rain-
forest at Kairi is set to muake a
comeback following a study to de-
termine the benefits and costs of its
restoration.

Mangger of the Department of Pri
mary Industries and Fisheries' Kairi
Research Station, Brett MeCahon was
delighted when the Yungaburra-based
School for Field Studies expressed a de-

Lake Tinaroe at the DPI&F property.

The study soon developed into a full-
hlown report on the costs, labor require-
ments and benefits of a complete resto-
ration package.

The research station now has a com-
prehensive guide to the restoration,
while at the same time the School for
Field studies has benefited from the op-
portunities for giving student first-hand
planming experience.

Mr MeUahon said that, as the report
puints out, surviving Mabi ruinfurest is
Commanwes]th-listed as endangered as
well as being protected under Queens-
land legislation.

“Whil= the patch has'escaped clearing,
it has beeome degraded with grass and
weeds, lessening ite value as o wildlife
sanctuary,” he zaid.

“Phe remnent rainforest was previ-
vusly regarded as having little benefit
to the station. But it is apparent that it
eould be a valuable asset and help fa-
cilitate research and demonstration,

“James Cock University and the
School for Field Studies will be able
to accesg the remnant and collaborate
with DPI&F rescarchers.

“A possible research question is the
nature of interactions between rem-
nants und agriculture

“Ano-hor fmpertant benadfit would be

sire 1o research the fauna and Aora of
the remnmant, situated on the banks of

Bright future for forest

SPHOOL for Field Studles centre director Or Amanda Freeman, lecturer in environment policy
and socio-sconamics Dr Cotin Hunt, Department of Primary industries and Fisherles' Kairf Re-
search Station manager Breft McCahon, and students James Planey and Jamie 0'Connell.

as a demonstration to farmers attemd-
ing nur field davs technigues on reslo-
ration Lechnigques.

Dy Colin Hunt of the Centre for Hain-
forest Studies, Schoeol for Field Studies,
who co-ordinazed the study, soid that
given that rainferest restoration could
be expensive, it was important to spell
aut cost-effective methods as well the
benefits

“The coat of this restoration s less
than helf the vsual cost of restoration
per hectare on the Tablelands because
the Station can inpul its own plant and
Iabour.”

Director of the Centre, Dr Amanda
Freeman, sabd mecess 1o the rainforest
remnant and nssessing its status and
potentind had benefited  the school's
teaching

“Tlye schonl appreciates the opportuni-

ty provided by DPI&F to work towards
improving the locul environment and
contributing to the local community,”
D Freeman said.

Staff and students from the School for
Field Studies handed the report to Mr
MeCahon at a special ceremony held at
the site earlier this month,

Fe said the contents of an early drafi
of the report had sparked interest at
the station and was oplimistic abeul
securing funding to allow the restora-
tion praject to go ahead,

Those mvolved thanked Schoal for
Field Stodies Senior Research Fel-
low Alastair Freeman in his absence
for assisting with fauna rescarch and
handling, as well as having permils
granted by the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency and Queensland Parks and |

Wildlife Service




